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The Life Science Innovation Program (T-LSI) was established to develop outstanding human resource who will
contribute to the attainment of a “quality of life” that an aging society like Japan is in need of. The program
curriculum is designed for the different fields of specialization - Disease Mechanism, Drug Discovery, Food
Innovation, and Environmental Management. The curriculum was prepared by the University of Tsukuba
professors together with the members of Life Science Promotion Association of Tsukuba. Students of this
program receive instructions or lectures from world—class professors from Tsukuba and universities abroad
such as the University of Oxford, University of Montpellier, and University of California San Diego.
Furthermore, in order to be engaged in innovating projects, students belong to research laboratories in the
university and research institutes that will give them training in the creation of technologies such as rapid food
safety test kits, discovering drugs for certain cancers, as well as use state—of-the—art equipment. Students also
have a chance to join internship in pharmaceutical companies, and at universities abroad (Oxford, Montpellier,
UC San Diego).

B. SRS DRI T v — RO DBERIL D W L D BE R OBGE & SGE

Each class was evaluated by students and the information gathered will be used to improve the courses.
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This year is the first time that the students of this program will evaluate the professors so we have yet to see if
there will be any improvement. Moreover, informal gathering also fosters open discussion between students and
faculty and this has facilitated “open” communication between students and teachers.

C. ZIEAECRSE MR E 72 b OB RIEHU X 2 BB R OMEE & S0

This semester is the second semester since the program was established so there are no graduates of this

—176—



program yet. But based on the kind of training the students are receiving at present and are going to
experience in the coming years, the future graduates of this program will the best human resource available of
their respective countries and Japan, in particular, innovative ideas that will hopefully spearhead great
contribution to science. One of our students, for example, is one of the laboratories in the National Food
Research Institute working with a professor known to develop test kits for detection of food—borne pathogens.
If she can create a test kit to detect pathogens that she can use in her own country, Indonesia, the program has
already helped elevate food safety to a new and better level.

D. HALOEEAL « sl @l O Bks (L5559 5 Bufi 2

The Educational Committee checked how lectures were done to ensure that the number of units (credit) given
to each class or course is correct.

E. #H ((¥E-EEYEE) JEOUESLHTRE O Rk 5 B A

The professors of this program are engaged in research and innovation in the field of Life Science and thus,
understands which teaching and learning strategies works best in getting the students’ attention and
participation as well as actively applies research and practical processes and outcomes from one’s own special
field in the classroom and research laboratory.

F. ZEMAORESEL 152 585 O DG A

In 2015, the Life Science Innovation Seminar class was taught by Professors of the University of Oxford and the
class discussion/lectures included the professors’ experiences as Principal Investigators in their own respective
fields. Although it was a class for TLSI students, it was also attended by the junior members of the faculty of
this program. Each lecture was followed by discussions and sharing of ideas after the class, and this has
contributed to the assimilation of new knowledge concerning teaching methodology and research supervision
among others. The university also conducted FD seminar that the members of the faculty attended. For the
teachers to improve their classes and teaching methods, ideally mutual class visitations is done but in this
program’s case, most classes are taught “team—teaching” style so that several professors discuss how to best
teach the course and talk about the approaches in imparting information to the students. In addition, students’
feedback from the first batch of students was carefully evaluated as well as co—teachers’ feedback.

G. FEHB OO OWHESLHBEHIELEDIZO O - ¥ VR Y 7 LEORE

A joint symposium held at the University of Oxford was held wherein senior faculty members of the program
together with the University of Oxford professors talked about their respective research topics and this
symposium was participated by junior faculty members. The junior members of the faculty also attended
conferences and symposia in their respective fields. The junior faculty members also have previous teaching
experience prior to joining the program.

H. AFRIOFEDHANEE IR E LIieBE (VAT 1 T VEE) OB

Since this program is on its first year since it started accepting students, there is no need for remedial lessons
yet at this time. Also the screening process (admission to the program), ensured that we get the good students
for this program. Faculty members’ committees have also been set up in order to address any need of the
students that will arise.

1. HEFE~ORE, MERESFEOEFLE~OFE RO A

Students have access to all the materials they need including scientific articles from the university library and in
addition, this program purchased two books that can help them become better researchers and better (future)
research leaders - “At the Helm” and “At the bench” books published by Cold Spring Harbor, which they can
borrow from the program office. Moreover, last year, two University of Oxford professors hosted a
get—together party that served as a venue for the students to talk about their future plans and the activity
helped motivate the students in pursuing excellent research in science.

J. SEED FD FEROEE

Analysis of students feedback on their courses/teachers was done and the results were shared with the persons
concerned. However, to improve this assessment process, from 2016, additional evaluation system will be set
up so that professors from the university, from private companies, and research institutes (members of this
program) will also give feedback.

K. ZOfh (FD IEENZHT 5 Bk &)

In order to promote excellence in research and teaching, this year, we will establish programs/activites that will
provide more opprotunities for more interactions between students and professors. We will also look at
improving the teachers evaluation system.
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